


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20th MAY  2026 AT 7.30p.m.
IN THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN HALL, BADERSFIELD, SCOTTOW

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair),  S Fuller, M. Adams, M. Watts,  M. Beswick and 
 R. Riches, the Clerk G. Kimmerling  and NCC Cllr. Varley.
Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
No members of the public were present.
1. The Election of the Chairman and Acceptance of Office
Proposed by Cllr. Fuller and seconded by Cllr. Watts that Cllr. Rallison be elected as Chairman.  There were no other nominations so Cllr. Rallison was elected as Chairman and signed the Acceptance of Office form.
2. Apologies for Absence – NNDC Cllr. Penfold.
3. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – None
4. The Election of vice chairman and Acceptance of Office.
Proposed by Cllr. Watts and seconded by Cllr. Riches that Cllr. Fuller be elected as Vice-Chairman. There were no other nominations so Cllr. Fuller was elected as Vice Chairman and signed the Acceptance of Office.
5. To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th. March 2026
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2026 as a true record. These were then signed.
6. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a) The Clerk reported that the Bier had been removed from the chapel and was now in the church.
b) The bus shelter is now in place by the shop.
c) The area for Leaf Internments is in place at the cemetery.
d) The chapel was opened on Easter Sunday and several people attended. Cllr. Beswick said no-one came for the first hour and suggested it was opened later.
7. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
£7750 had been received from the precept, £406.50 from reclaimed VAT and £91.50 refund from Zurich Insurance.
8. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Regular payments
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£433.33 x2        
Bank charges						£     7.00 x2
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
Nick Hindle		Leaf shaped cremation area £570.00 (VAT£95.00)
H & M McCrohon	Grass cutting			£ 360.00
Invoices due
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s expenses-ink		£   13.49
NNDC			Emptying Dog Bin		£  312.00 (VAT£52.00)
										Page40
Battle of Britain Hall	Hire of hall					£ 36.00
H & M McCrohon 	Grass cutting, weed killer, Mole traps	£435.00
Westcotec Ltd. 	Bus shelter					£7312.80 (VAT£1218.00)
Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Rallison and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
It was agreed to claim back the VAT once these have been paid.
The Internal Auditor had completed his report. He answered ‘No’ to two sections and gave his reasons which the Clerk read out. The Risk Management and Internal Controls will be addressed at the next meeting. The Exemption Status has already been resolved.
9. To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
The Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to approve the Annual Governance Statement.
10. To approve the Accounting Statements 2025/26
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Beswick, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to approve the Accounting Statements.
11. To agree the dates for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to have Wednesday 3rd June to Tuesday 14 July as the dates for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights. This will be advertised on the web-site and notice boards.
12. To appoint the Responsible Finance Officer for 2026/27
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to appoint the Clerk as RFO. Cllr. Fuller will check the accounts periodically.
13. PLANNING. To consider new planning applications. None
14. To notify of any planning decisions by NNDC  None
15. To consider any other planning issues 
a. Update on Oddfellows Barn
A new case officer has been appointed and a letter of apology has been received by the owners along with a refund of fees. An email had been received on May 5th. by the Parish Council explaining that the application had been deferred pending the applicant successfully resolving the Nutrient Neutrality matters and for the committee to receive further details on the enforcement action. Cllr. Fuller will attend the next meeting to read out the letter from the Parish Council. Cllr. Adams will also attend privately.
b. New building and fencing on the old airbase.
Cllr. Rallison raised the issue of the building and fencing at the end of the old runway on the base. Nothing is on the Planning Portal. It was agreed that Cllrs.
Rallison & Fuller should make enquiries at the Enterprise Park.
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16. Highways Matters
The chequered sign on the B1150 has been put back; some of the pot-holes have been filled and others marked, the dip in Cemetery Road has been marked and 
we are waiting for a new HGV sign at the end of Scottow Row. Cllr. Rallison will follow this up with Highways.
17. Community Woodland.
To consider what action can be taken to speed up maccess to the Community Woodland.
Cllr. Rallison said Hethel Innovation need to push this forward to open up the Woodland area to the public. NCC Cllr. Varley asked for the Planning ref. no. to be sent to him along with the original legal documents and any other information. The Clerk will supply this.
18. Cemetery Matters.
a) To consider increasing the fees for burials and internments.
Patsy Adams had reviewed the fees and looked into other burial grounds and grave yards fees. She has suggested increasing all the fees by £50.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to increase all the fees by £50 and to review these annually in May.
Mrs. Adams has updated the Rules and Regulations relating to cemeteries and it was agreed these should be on the website.
b) To consider and approve the advertising material and the costs.
Cllr. Rallison has produced the advertising material free of charge. This has been approved by Mr. Hindle & Mrs. Adams and, once approved, the folders and leaflets will be given to local undertakers etc. Cllr. Rallison suggested initially having 50 of each printed by Instant Print online. The cost is £113.87 for folders & £33.72 for leaflets.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Beswick, seconded by Cllr. Riches and agreed by the Parish Council to order 50 of each as above.
Cllr. Rallison explained that the aerial photography had been taken by Mr. Garfoot.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to give a donation of £100 for this photography.
c) To consider the watering of the trees and a proposal to purchase water bags to facilitate this.
Cllr. Fuller said he had been watering the trees using 50lt each time. It was agreed to ask Mr. McCrohon for advice and to find out if water bags would work.
d) To consider the problems caused by moles on the cemetery.
This has already been dealt with and the Councilor’s will check if the problem has been resolved.
e) To agree a date for repairs to, and painting of, the inside of the chapel.
Sunday June 28th was agreed. Further details will be agreed via e-mail.
19. To consider correspondence received.
The Clerk read out a letter from NNDC Planning Enforcement relating to the use of land on Scottow Enterprise Park for Quad Bike Racing. A site visit had been undertaken. This relates to problems caused by an all day event on a Sunday earlier in the year. 
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Meeting closed at 9.50p.m. The next meeting is on July 9th at the Rugby Club at 7.00p.m.
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