


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 MARCH  2026 AT 7p.m.
AT NORTH WALSHAM RUGBY CLUB

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair), S Fuller,  M. Adams, R Riches, M Beswick & M Watts the Clerk G. Kimmerling & NCC Cllr. Dixon. 
Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
There were no members of the public present.
1. Apologies for Absence –  NNDC Cllr.  Penfold.
2. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – None.
3. To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21st. January  2026 .
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 21st. January 2026 as a true record. These were then signed.
4. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a. The Clerk asked for a quote to repair the bus shelter roof from Wroxham Builders but has had no response. She will chase.
b. The £1000 grant from the Local members Fund has been received.
c. The Clerk contacted  representatives of the Scottow church to request the removal of church property, the bier, from the chapel. We await feedback on this matter.
d. The paper bank has been removed.
5. County and District Councillor’s reports.
NNDC Cllr. Penfold was unable to attend the meeting.
NCC Cllr. Dixon gave his report. 
The County Council elections are now taking place on May 7th. Cllr. Dixon will not be standing. There are new boundaries which means Scottow will be included in a larger group of 15 parishes. In May 2027 there will be elections for the Unitary Councillors & in May 2028, elections for the Mayor for Norfolk & Suffolk.
Jaguar House will not now be used to house Afghans.
Community Woodland project. The Planning Application is still pending. The maintenance of the woodland will not be the responsibility of the Parish Council.
Cllr. Penfold will remain the District Councillor for another year.
Cllr. Rallison asked about the problems with planning application PF/25/2438 Scottow Barn, North Walsham Road. The owner has been told he cannot carry on with the work. The gable end of the building fell down so he had to build up from the base and is using the original bricks where possible. Conservation & Environment have objected to the build. Cllr. Dixon recommended speaking to the planning officer in charge of the application to get the full facts.
Cllr. Dixon ended by saying he has been a councillor since 2009 and has enjoyed working with Scottow Parish Council. He was thanked by everyone.
Cllrs. Dixon then left the meeting.
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6. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
a. To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
£450 had been received for internments. Cllr. Rallison had not received payment for the signs. The Clerk will check as Cllr. Fuller had authorized this.
Mrs Adams will be asked for a copy of the cemetery regulations.
b. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£412.53 x2        
Bank charges						£     6.00 x2
ICO DDR							£  47.00
N W Rugby Club		Donation re use of hall	£300.00
B Rallison			Cemetery signs		£ 69.60 (VAT£11.60)
Mrs P Adams		Cemetery-burial management  £163.76
Invoices due
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s expenses phone calls £5.40
Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
It was also agreed that the Clerk should pay Mr. McCrohon for grass cutting.
c. To Appoint the Internal Auditor.
Cllr. Rallison & the Clerk had contacted Mr. Richard Wilson- accountancy solutions who had agreed to act as internal auditor for around £150 and this was approved by the Parish Council.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to appoint Mr. Wilson as Internal Auditor.
d. To consider and resolve whether to approve the Insurance cover with Zurich.
Zurich had been asked to amend the insurance cover and had sent a new schedule which had been forwarded to the councillors. The cost is £539.53 for one year or £522.25 for 3 years.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to renew for 3 years with Zurich.
e. To consider and resolve whether to approve that Mrs. P. Adams should continue to carry out all necessary work connected to the running of the cemetery and to pay her accordingly.
It was agreed that Mrs. Adams had all the qualifications and experience to carry out this work.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and agreed by the Parish Council that Mrs. P. Adams should continue to carry out all the work in running the cemetery.
f. To consider a donation to the Marlpit Newsletter.
The Clerk mentioned that the allowance for s137 had been exceeded.
The Marlpit newsletter is delivered to several properties in Scottow at no cost. It was agreed that Cllr. Rallison should r request a few more copies.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to make a s137 £200.00 donation to the Marlpit.
g. To consider a donation towards the management costs for maintaining the woodland area by Scottow Row in Swanton Abbott.	               Page 37
Cllr. Rallison explained that the woodland belonged to the Poors Charity in Swanton Abbott. A quote of £3000 had been given for necessary tree maintenance. Any one can use the area for walks etc. and people from Scottow do so regularly.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and agreed by the Parish Council to make a s137 £100 donation to SA Poors Charity.

7. PLANNING.
a. To consider new planning applications.  None
b. To notify of any Planning Decisions by NNDC. None
c. To consider any other planning issues 
The Clerk will contact the planning officer in charge of the application for Scottow Barn to find out what the problems are. She will also circulate Cllr. Adam’s letter of support for the application to all councillors before this is sent.

8. Highways matters
a. Update on Bus Shelter.
This should be installed in March/April.				
b. To consider on-going problems – potholes; Cemetery Road dip; damaged signs/chevrons; warning signs.
Cllr. Rallison has been in contact with the Highways technician at NCC and he is aware of all the issues in Scottow. The Parish Council needs to check that these issues are resolved.

9. Cemetery matters
a. Update on benches and signs.
The benches are in place and the signs are in the chapel. Thank you letters have been sent to the sponsors.
The grass has been cut. Mr. McCrohon will be asked when he will spray the edges of the paths and asked to check on the trees.
b. Update on recent burials/internments
There have been 3 interments agreed for the cemetery.
c. To consider and resolve whether to approve an area for Leaf Internments – proposed costs £475.00 + VAT.
Cllr. Rallison presented a drawing of an area cut out in the shape of a leaf for Leaf Internments. Mr. Hindle had quoted £475 + VAT to provide a gravelled area for this. 
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to ask Mr. Hindle to create a Leaf Internment area at the cemetery. Cllr. Rallison will contact him.
d. To confirm a date for maintenance and painting in the chapel and cemetery.
Mrs. Adams is researching fees as these need reviewing.
Cllr. Fuller suggested a site meeting one evening.
It was felt the painting needs to be left until it is warmer and drier.
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The chapel will be advertised as open on Easter Sunday from 10 to 2. Cllr. Rallison will advertise this and make posters. The Clerk will provide flowers for the chapel.
Cllrs. Beswick, Fuller, Rallison and the Clerk will be on site for a hour each.  There will be a Spring clean and general tidy up on March 28th from 9.30a.m.

10. Report on the meeting of Coltishall Parish Council attended by Cllrs. Rallison & Fuller.
Cllr. Fuller said there are proposed changes to the High Street in Coltishall.
There will be two new bus stops near the memorial and a pedestrian crossing. This will result in a loss of 8 parking spaces. A Highways rep was present but he didn’t know much about the situation. Local businesses are concerned about the loss of parking. There could be a backlog of vehicles on the B1150 and vehicles coming along in block form making it harder to join the B1150 from side roads.

11. To consider a litter pick in the community.
Cllr. Rallison said there had not been much support from residents for the litter pick last year and he was unable to help this year. It was agreed that there would be no official litter pick.
The meeting closed at 9.35
Date and time of next meeting. 
May 20th in the Battle of Britain Hall, Badersfield. 
Annual Parish meeting 6.30p.m.
Annual Parish Council meeting 7p.m.
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