


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21 JANUARY  2026 AT 7p.m.
AT NORTH WALSHAM RUGBY CLUB

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair), S Fuller,  M. Adams, R Riches and M Beswick, the Clerk G. Kimmerling, NCC Cllr. Dixon & Cllr. Penfold and one member of the public.
Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
No comments.
Cllr. Riches said she has begun her Councillor’s course.
1. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr.  Watts – away.
2. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – 
Cllr. Adams – 6. Finance & Governance. Cllr. Fuller – 11. Repairs to bus shelter roof.
3. To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th. November  2025 .
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Adams and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 12h.November 2025 as a true record. These were then signed.
4. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a. The overgrown hedge at 21 Park Avenue has been cut back by Flagship Housing and the tenant will maintain this.
b. The Precept of £15500.00 has been agreed.
c. The outstanding Highways issues have been raised again but no work undertaken so far. The Clerk will ask for an on-site meeting with Highways.
d. The Clerk has purchased a Visitors Book for the Chapel and it is in place
5. County and District Councillor’s reports.
NNDC Cllr. Penfold gave his report.
The Local Plan has been adopted and lasts until 2040. This can be viewed on-line. There is a target to build 550 houses in North Norfolk each year in that time. This program will take into account the ageing population in Norfolk – 40% over 65 by 2040 is expected. There will be some development in Scottow at some stage. There are consultations on Council Tax and Car Parking charges which can be seen on-line. 
NCC Cllr. Dixon gave his report.  
In small growth villages sites are not allocated for building, just the number of houses. There is no ‘call for sites’.
The Community Woodland planning application runs out on 31st January. Cllr. Penfold will chase this. The Enterprise Park manager hopes to have the woodland ready to open by the Summer but this depends on the planning application being approved and the work carried out in time.
Devolution. The Mayoral elections have been postponed until May 2028. The elections for shadow Unitary Authorities will be held in May 2027. Central Government will decide if County Council elections will take place this May (2026) and the officials would be in place for 2 years. If these elections take place, the agreement to be on the Fast Track to devolution for Norfolk and Suffolk may not hold.									Page 32
A decision on the sale of twenty Care Homes to Stow Health Care will be made this month – they will be kept open. New independent living care homes are being built.
Cllr. Dixon has had no further reaction to the Jaguar House planning proposal.
Cllr. Penfold said NNDC had outlined possible problems with this proposal but they had no say in this.
The Clerk will e-mail Cllr Dixon again about his £1000 grant from the Local Members Fund towards the bus shelter as agreed at the previous meeting.
Cllrs. Dixon and Penfold left the meeting.

6. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
a. To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
No comments.
b. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£412.53 x2        
Bank charges						£     6.00 x2
McCrohon Gardening 	Cemetery grass cutting etc 	£ 480.97
McCrohon Gardening 	Trees & tree guards		£ 508.86
G M Window Cleaning	Bus shelter windows		£  30.00
G Kimmerling 		Visitors Book for Chapel	£  12.99
Invoices due
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s expenses		£   6.49
Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Riches and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
The Clerk pointed out that a DDR for £52.00 for the Data Protection fee was due on the 1st February.
c. To Appoint the Internal Auditor.
No-one had been found to take on the role of Internal Auditor. The Clerk will give the e-mail address of an independent auditor to the Chair and he will also ask his auditor. 
7. PLANNING.
a. To consider new planning applications. 
PF/25/2438 Scottow Barn, North Walsham Road. Erection of dwelling (retrospective). Approved before the meeting.				
Approved by the Parish Council.
b. To notify of any Planning Decisions by NNDC. 
PF/25/2356 24, Barton Road, Badersfield – replacement windows.
NNDC Approved 05/01/2026.
c. To consider any other planning issues 
Jaguar House planning application. Covered under item 5.
8. Highways update.
a. Update on Bus Shelter.
The cost of the bus shelter is £6094.00 +VAT. A grant of £4875.20 has been agreed for 31/03/2026 and £1000 promised from NCC Cllr Dixon.
The Clerk will ask Westcotec to install the bus shelter in March/April  
									Page 33

b. To consider on-going problems 
The Clerk will request an on-site visit to discuss various on-going issues – 
Pot-holes in Scottow Row; missing HGV sign Scottow Row/Church Lane crossroads; 40mph sign on the B1150 near the cross roads; warning sign on B1150 near the Rugby Club; sunken road near the chapel; drain by the school.
The railings by the Badersfield shop have not been repaired.
Cllr. Fuller said that Coltishall Parish Council is having a meeting on 4th February at 6.30 re the proposed pedestrian crossing and bus lane in the village. It was agreed that Scottow PC should show support for these concerns and Cllrs. Rallison & Fuller will attend.
9. Cemetery Update
a. To agree a sign for the chapel to advertise when it is open.
Cllr. Rallison produced drawings of two signs – one for when the chapel is open and one for information when it is closed – which would be attached by hooks to the front of the chapel. They would be A3 panels in aluminium and cost £24.00 + VAT each. The wording was agreed.
Another sign for ‘caution deep water’ was needed for the back of the chapel and would cost £10.00 + VAT.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to purchase these signs. Cllr. Rallison will arrange the purchase of these signs.
Cllr. Rallison suggested that the bier in the chapel which belongs to the church should be removed before the building is open for security reasons. This was agreed and the Clerk will find out who is responsible. The Clerk will also check the insurance cover.
b. Update on tree planting scheme.
The new trees are looking good. They will need to be watered in hot weather. Mr. McCrohon will be asked to start grass cutting in March.
c. To consider the Spring clean of the chapel and to set a date.
Some more cleaning – especially the floor – needs to be carried out before the chapel is open at Easter. 28th March was agreed for this.
d. To agree memorial checks at the cemetery and churchyard and 3 year audit by Mrs. P. Adams.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to ask Mrs. Adams to carry out the checks and audit.
Cllr. Rallison had met with Mr. Hindle last Saturday and agreed the positioning of the benches at the cemetery. No date has been set for installing them.
10. To set the dates for the Parish Council meetings for 2026/7
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Rallison and agreed by the Parish Council to set the following dates :-
March 11; May (APM &APCM) 20; July 8, Sept 9; Nov 11 & Jan 20 2027.
The May meeting will be held in Badersfield.


										Page 34
11. To discuss the condition of the bus shelter roof.
Cllr. Fuller’s son had checked this and found problems. He will give a quote for the materials and work involved and offered to work with Cllr. Watts to replace the roof in the Summer. Other quotes may be required.
It was agreed that Mr. Fuller would replace the damaged posts by the War Memorial.

The Rugby Club had not been given a donation in lieu of holding the Parish Council meetings on their premises for the past two years. £150.00 had been approved on the 26th June 2024 so it was agreed to give a donation of £300.00 which would cover the period from June 2024 to June 2026.
The meeting closed at 9.05
Date and time of next meeting.  
March 11th.  2026 at 7p.m. 



