


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 15 JANUARY  2025 AT 7p.m.
AT NORTH WALSHAM RUGBY CLUB

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair),  S Fuller, M. Adams and M. Watts, the Clerk G. Kimmerling and NCC Cllr. Dixon. 2 members of the public were also present and were welcomed by the Chair.
Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
The PC was asked which areas it covered. This is from the Llamas border, most of Badersfield, the Enterprise Park, up to Tunstead border and Scottow Row.

1. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr. Bunting – unwell and NNDC Cllr. Penfold – another meeting.
2. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – None
3. To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th. November  2024
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Adams and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 13th.November 2024 as a true record. These were then signed.

4. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a) There had not been a Public meeting on the Local Plan.
b) The new web-site has been created but is not in use yet.
c) The various Highways problems were reported in November. Cllr. Adams said the ditches on the Tunstead Road had been dug out but only by 3 inches as any deeper and the soil has to be sent away for pollution analysis. The Clerk has asked Highways to look into the other concerns reported.
5. County and District Councillor reports.
NCC Cllr. Dixon explained Local Council Devolution which will combine Norfolk and Suffolk into 2 or 3 Unitary Councils led by a Mayor. The last Local Council re-organisation was in 1974. Central Government says that Unitary Authorities should be at least ½ million people. NCC has agreed to be in the devolution priority programme and this will be confirmed by the end of January. The May elections may be deferred until May 2026 or 27 and this will also be agreed by the end of January. There will be local consultations in the future.
There is no update on the Community Woodland but there will be a meeting soon.
Cllr. Dixon offered to ask on the base about the vehicle training on local roads. It could be the agreed test route for these vehicles.
NCC Cllr. Dixon left the meeting.
6. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
1. To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
No comments
2. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£412.53 x2         Page 10
Bank charges						 £     6.00 x2
Norfolk ALC		Website and Domain Name	 £   84.40
B Rallison			Bulbs for cemetery		£    16.47
Invoices due
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s expenses		£   22.48
Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
3. To consider and set the Precept for 2025/6
The Chair and the Clerk had prepared figures for the Precept and these had been circulated.
The Council looked at all the figures. It was felt that the insurance was too high and new quotes will be requested before May. The cost of maintenance on the cemetery and churchyard is also high. The Clerk will find out what the regulations are for maintaining the closed churchyard. 
The figures show a deficit of £16463 with £4500 available in the accounts.
Resolution. Cllr. Rallison proposed setting the Precept at £15,000. Cllr. Fuller felt it should be increased by 10% to cover possible increased costs.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the council to set the Precept at £16500. The Clerk will inform NNDC.
7. PLANNING.
1. To consider new planning applications.
RV/24/2606 Scottow Enterprise Park.
Change of use of existing buildings within the Enterprise Park area from former military use and various commercial uses to a range of B1,B2 and B8 designations (light industrial/office/research and development, general industrial and storage/distribution uses.) Use of former taxiways and hard standing areas for low-speed vehicle driver training. Indicative route shown as land reserved for second site entrance, without complying with condition 2 (uses of buildings) of Planning permission PF/17/1057 to allow Hangar 4 to be used as a bonded warehouse (Class B) and for the 4 hangars to be used for purposes not within a specified Use Class or uses within Use Classes E(g) (i), (ii) and (iii) or B2 of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended).
Approved by the Parish Council.
2. To notify of any planning decisions by NNDC 
PF/24/2288 Old Police House, Park Avenue
Erection of front porch and single storey side extension & rear extension to dwelling.
09/12/24 NNDC Approved.
3. To consider any other planning issues -None
8. To report on changing to the website to Norfolk ALC.
Cllr. Rallison explained that the PC received the £100 +VAT discount from Central Government but had had to act swiftly to secure this. He now has a blank ten-plate and will set up the new web-site. He will transfer everything from the old site to the new which will save £140. Once up and running the Clerk and all Councillors will be able to use the site. Other organisations can also have links.
										Page 11



9. Highways update.
Cllr. Adams asked if anyone knew what Highways maintenance were doing on the B1151 by the dual carriageway. He said there had been concerns about the vegetation growth at the Tunstead/B1151 junction. It is a safety concern as it blocks the view onto the B1151. The Clerk will send a letter to the householder in the Spring.
10. Cemetery Update
a) To consider setting up a meeting with Nick Hindle to discuss the central memorial feature.
It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Nick Hindle for a date in February for late afternoon.
b) Update on Cemetery matters.
There will be a press release when the daffodils are in flower to advertise the new cemetery and local funeral parlours will be contacted.
Cllr. Fuller said the suppliers from Felthorpe will visit the site in the Spring to check on the trees. If any have died, the PC will ask for a refund.
Cllr. Rallison, Cllr. Fuller and the Clerk met with Andrew & David Futter at the cemetery. It was agreed to leave the far end of the new cemetery as a wild area with paths on each side by the hedges. Mr. Futter explained the problems with leaving the grass and hedges too long. They will contact the PC if the hedges need more than 2 cuts. It was agreed to clean out the building in the Spring – Cllr. Bunting has the key. Cllr. Fuller will mend the well covering.
Cllr. Fuller is concerned with the costs of maintaining the churchyard. The Clerk will look into the documentation.
11. To set the dates for meetings in 2025/6
The following dates were agreed for meetings in 2025/6:-
March 11; May 14; July 9; September 10; November 12; January 21 2026.
The May meeting – APM & APCM- will be held in the Battle of Britain Hall.
12. To consider a combined litter pick with Swanton Abbott Parish Council.
It was agreed to set Sunday March 23rd. for a combined litter pick as Swanton Abbott can do that date. Patsy Adams has hi-viz jackets. The Clerk will arrange sacks, grippers and litter collection.

Meeting closed at 8.45p.m. The next meeting is March 11th.
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