


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 MAY  2025 AT 8.35p.m.
IN THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN HALL

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair),  S Fuller, M. Adams, M. Watts & M. Beswick and  the Clerk G. Kimmerling .
Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
No members of the public were present.
1. The Election of the Chairman and Acceptance of Office
Cllr. Fuller took the Chair and proposed Cllr. Rallison for Chairman. This was seconded by Cllr. Adams. There were no other nominations so Cllr. Rallison was elected as Chairman and signed the Acceptance of Office form.
2. Apologies for Absence -None.
3. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – None
4. The Election of vice chairman and Acceptance of Office.
Cllr. Rallison proposed Cllr. Fuller for Vice Chairman. This was seconded by Cllr. Watts. There were no other nominations so Cllr. Fuller was elected as Vice Chairman and signed the Acceptance of Office.
5. To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th. March 2025
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 15th.January 2025 as a true record. These were then signed.
6. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a) The Clerk sent all the documentation to Cllr. Beswick.
b) A new post box has been installed in Park Avenue.
c) Cllr. Bunting has resigned from the Parish Council after many years’ service to the parish. He was thanked for all his time and interest in Scottow and will be sorely missed. The Clerk will advertise both vacancies after May 19th.
7. County and District Councillor reports.
These were given at the Annual Parish Meeting.
8. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
£8250 had been received from the precept and £80.71 from NNDC for re-cycling. This will be passed on to the church.
9. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Regular payments
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£412.53 x2        
Bank charges						£     6.00 x2
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
Nick Hindle		Granite bench		£978.00 (VAT£163.00)
Invoices due
Norfolk ALC		Membership			£255.88
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s expenses-ink		£ 23.49
Battle of Britain Hall	Hire of hall			£  48.00
Mr Futter		Maintenance March/April	£464.00	Page 16

Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Rallison and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
The Clerk explained that the VAT had not been claimed for over a year. She needs to contact the previous clerk in order to claim this.
10. To consider whether to approve the Certificate of Exemption.
The Clerk explained that the council cannot certify itself as exempt as the outgoings had exceeded £25000 for the year.
11. To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
The Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to approve the Annual Governance Statement.
12. To approve the Accounting Statements 2024/25
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Beswick, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to approve the Accounting Statements.
13. To agree the dates for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to have Tuesday 3rd June to Monday 14 July as the dates for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights. The Clerk will advertise this.
14. To Update the Asset Register.
It was agreed that more research was needed before the Asset Register could be updated so this will be deferred to the next meeting.
15. To approve Insurance Cover for 2025/26
The Clerk had requested 4 quotes:-
AJG Community scheme – Hiscox	£1390.28
Clear Insurance 			£1333.46 for one year or £1299.68 for 3 years
Zurich Select				£ 363.00
Gallagher				No quote given
All councillors had been given the opportunity to view the various schedules.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and agreed by the Parish Council to accept the quote from Zurich Select.
16. To appoint the Responsible Finance Officer for 2025/26
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to appoint the Clerk as RFO.
17. PLANNING.
To consider new planning applications. None
18. To notify of any planning decisions by NNDC  None
19. To consider any other planning issues -None
20. Highways Matters
Cllr. Rallison asked all councillors to report any potholes to the Clerk who will then pass the information on to Scott Viner at NCC. There are problems where the Llamas Road joins the B1150; on the road turning left from Scottow Row to Llamas Road and the dip in the road near to the cemetery. The Clerk will report these issues.
									Page 17



21. Cemetery Matters.
a) To consider cancelling the central stone feature and to consider alternatives.
Concern had been raised about getting the large stone plinth onto the site. It would not be possible to get it over the hedge. Cllr. Rallison had informed Mr, Hindle of the difficulties and he had offered to transport it to the site. After discussion it was agreed to cancel this stone feature and to look at other options in the future. Mr. Hindle is keen to promote the new cemetery.
b) To consider the condition of the trees and agree any action needed.
Several of the trees have been removed, along with the posts and ties, by Mr. Futter without consultation. Cllr. Fuller said that one of the trees which had appeared dead was now shooting. It was agreed that the suppliers of the trees could not be asked to inspect them as they had been removed.
c) To consider quotations for maintenance.
The Clerk had asked for 3 quotes. One person had not given a quote although he had visited the site.
 Mr. Futter quoted for grass cutting x 10 at £350 per cut and hedge cutting x 3 at £1800 making a total of £5300. There could be additional costs for mole removal and weed spray.
Mr. McCrohon quoted 18 cuts from March to November at £180 per cut and 2 hedge cuts at £1000 making a total of £4250. There could be additional costs for weed killer at £50 for 4 months.
Cllr. Adams suggested asking Mr. Futter to quote again. It was pointed out that Mr. Futter had never been given a contract.
Cllr. Rallison had been told there would be no gains had by developing a wild area as it would be expensive to create initially and a lot of work in the future should the grass need to be returned back to a lawn area.
Cllr. Beswick felt the weed spraying made the site look bad.
Cllr. Watts was concerned that the trees had been removed without permission and was concerned about the cost of the maintenance.
Cllr. Fuller was concerned that the new growth at the base of the trees appeared to have been strimmed.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and agreed by the Parish Council to accept the quote by Mr. McCrohon to begin on June 1st.
The Clerk will write to Mr. Futter thanking him for all his work but explaining that he will finish at the end of May. The Clerk will draw up a contract for Mr. McCrohon.
d) To consider whether to go ahead with the written quote for the Chapel valuation.
Cllr. Fuller had received a quote of £200 for the Chapel valuation. It was agreed that it should be put on hold for the present.
e) To agree the position of the new benches and to agree a date for installation.
It was agreed that Cllr. Rallison should liaise with Mr. Hindle in June for a date for installation. Two benches already have places allocated and the third bench will be positioned on the left-hand side facing South.                                             Page 18

									
To consider putting contact details for the cemetery in the Marlpit.
Patsy Adams had suggested putting her contact details in the Marlpit. It was agreed to defer a decision until the cost for this was known.
22. Litter Pick report.
Cllr. Rallison said the combined litter pick with Swanton Abbott had been a success. He thanked the members of the public who had come along to help.


Meeting closed at 9.50p.m. The next meeting is on July 9th at the Rugby Club at 7.00p.m.
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