


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12 MARCH  2025 AT 7p.m.
AT NORTH WALSHAM RUGBY CLUB

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair),  S Fuller, M. Adams and M. Watts, the Clerk G. Kimmerling and 1 member of the public .
Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
No comments.
1. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr. Bunting – unwell, NNDC Cllr. Penfold – another meeting and NCC Cllr. Dixon.
2. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – None
3. To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th. January  2025
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 15th.January 2025 as a true record. These were then signed.

4. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a) The Clerk has collected all the Parish Council documents from the previous Clerk and will store these securely. 

5. County and District Councillor reports.
The Clerk read out a report from Cllr. Penfold.
Norfolk is on the fast track programme for devolution so there will be no elections this year. In 3 years time all County & District Councils would be abolished and replaced with Unitary Authorities. The Conservatives are in favour of one Unitary Authority and Labour want 3 – Greater Norwich, East Norfolk & West Norfolk. NNDC are considering the future of their assets including Cromer Pier which could go to the new authority or be sold privately. They need to keep the services going but can make no long term plans. In May 2026, there would be Mayoral elections and in May 2027, Unitary elections. There would then be one year when the new people would shadow the existing councillors before the Unitary Authority takes over in 2028.
Albert Bartlett wants to build an enormous cold store in Worsted, 36m high, to allow all it’s storage facilities to be on site. There is opposition to this.
The road works in North Walsham are on schedule and the ones in Grammer School Road should be finished by 21st. March.

6. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
1. To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
No comments. The Precept of £16500 has been agreed.
2. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£412.53 x2        
Bank charges						£     6.00 x2
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Invoices due
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s expenses- phone calls	£   3.00
Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
3. To consider updating insurance cover and to get quotes.
The Clerk pointed out that some figures on the Asset Register were much lower than on the Insurance document. This could be because of replacement costs but Cllr. Fuller will ask a surveyor to look at valuing the Chapel for insurance purposes. The Clerk will ask Mr. Hindle to do the same for the War Memorial. The Clerk will then get three quotes for insurance.

7. PLANNING.
1. To consider new planning applications. None
2. To notify of any planning decisions by NNDC  None
3. To consider any other planning issues -None

8. To consider Co-Option onto the Parish Council
The meeting was closed to allow Marcelle Beswick to speak.

Mrs Beswick said she had lived in Scottow for 26 years and explained why she wanted to join the Parish Council. She was then asked to leave the meeting.

The meeting was then opened.

Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and agreed by the Parish Council to invite Mrs. Beswick to join the Parish Council.
She was invited back into the room and congratulated on her appointment. She signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Clerk will send her the necessary paperwork.

9. Highways update.
Cllr. Rallison has the phone number for Scott Viner for reporting pot-holes. He asked for a list of pot-holes to be sent to the Clerk who will arrange a meeting with Mr. Viner in the village. Other problems are the tree branches on the green by the bus shelter and the overgrown hedges along the Footway in Park Avenue, especially by no. 21 which belongs to Flagship Housing.

10.  Cemetery Update
1. Report on the meeting with Mr. Hindle, Stonemason.
Cllrs. Rallison, Adams & Fuller met with Mr. Hindle and were shown the granite seating. Two benches have been sponsored with names on the outside and the third one costs £815 +VAT. Cllr. Rallison explained the background to the new cemetery for Mrs. Beswick.
There is also a boulder for a central feature which costs £1490 + VAT. The Parish Council would be responsible for transportation and installation of this, including providing the base.  Cllr. Watts will ask Mr. Andrews if he could transport this.								Page 14
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to purchase the boulder for the new cemetery.
2. To consider installing the three benches and agreeing on a date.
The Clerk will ask Mr. Hindle when these can be installed. She will also ask for the dimension of the boulder for the base and ask if that can be collected one weekend this month. It will be on the next agenda.
Cllr. Fuller said some of the trees are budding and will keep checking them.
3. To agree on the Press Release Date and Contents for the Cemetery.
Cllr Rallison suggested postponing the press release until everything is in place and this was agreed.

11. Churchyard Report on Information received from the Diocese of Norwich.
The recommendation for closed churchyards is to encourage them to be spaces for nature with just a path to the church kept open.  Cllr. Fuller said there doesn’t need to be any grass cutting in the church yard. He was concerned that the Parish Council is responsible for this area. It was agreed to allow the churchyard to become a wild area and the Clerk will inform Mr. Futter.
The Clerk will check the Financial Stos regarding getting quotes for maintenance.

12. SAM Speeding Sign Update.
Cllr. Rallison had downloaded the latest figures. The sign by The Battle of Britain Hall recorded a speed of 60m.p.h. on 9/10/24 at 4.05a.m. and subsequent speeds well over 30m.p.h. at similar times. The Clerk will send the information to the Traffic Police.

13. To discuss the future of the Post Box at Park Avenue.
Cllr. Adams said the post box at the top of Park Avenue is in a bad state of repair. He has been told it is unlikely to be replaced. The Clerk will contact the Post Office for their assessment. Cllr. Fuller will find out the post box number.

14. To finalise the details for the litter pick on March 23rd. including Risk Assessment.
Cllr. Rallison will collect the equipment from NNDC on 21st March and deliver some to Cllr. Day in Swanton Abbott. Cllr. Day will return this to Cllr. Rallison on March 23rd. who will then return it to NNDC on March 24th. Cllr. Rallison will put out notices advertising the event. The Risk Assessment had been completed and was agreed.

The Clerk handed out Dial-a-Ride leaflets.
Cllr. Rallison will clean and repair the Notice Board at the end of Scottow Row. Cllrs. Adams & Watts may have Perspex for this.

Meeting closed at 9.10p.m. The next meeting is the APM & APCM on May 14th.
This will be in the Battle of Britain Hall at 7p.m. and 7.30p.m.
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