


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 SEPTEMBER  2025 AT 7p.m.
AT NORTH WALSHAM RUGBY CLUB

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair),  M. Adams, M. Watts and M Beswick, the Clerk G. Kimmerling  and NCC Cllr. Dixon 
Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
No members of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr. Fuller – holiday, NNDC Cllr. Penfold.
2. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – None
3. To consider and approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 9th. July  2025
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Adams and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 9th.July 2025 as a true record. These were then signed.

4. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a. £3623.49 has been received from reclaimed VAT. There is now a new VAT number.
b. The Clerk called at 21 Park Avenue twice about the overgrowing hedge but there was no reply. It was agreed to write to Flagship Housing and ask them to cut back the hedge.
c. Gareth Meyer will clean the bus shelter windows for £30 twice a year. He cannot do the one on the B1150.
NCC Cllr. Dixon arrived.
5. County and District Councillor report.
NCC Cllr. Dixon gave his report.  
He had attended a Norfolk Fire & Rescue briefing. The proposed battery storage unit – planning application PF/25/1203 – has no explosive risk and any fire risk could be contained within the site.
A lot of preparation work on the Community Woodland area has been carried out and there is an additional area to offset the car park. There is a detailed, complex plan to complete the work here. The site was originally to be adopted and maintained by NNDC but it may now become the responsibility of Scottow Enterprise Park. The site will not be open all the time. Concern was raised by the density of some of the trees. The area is intended to provide habitat for wildlife so the trees will not be thinned out. It was originally created for carbon capture to offset the building of the prison. There is no date for the opening of the area and a lot of fencing has to be in place first. The Parish Council will not be responsible for the site.
On Local Government reform, NCC proposes one Unitary Authority; South Norfolk- 2 and the other 6 councils propose 3 UAs. The three would consist of:-
Eastern UA (all of NNDC & Gt. Yarmouth, 30% Broadland & 65% South Norfolk,)
										Page 24
Greater Norwich UA and Western UA. The exact boundaries are not known at present. In the East there are 4 different council tax rates which would have to be harmonised which could mean the tax would go up. Central Government will have the final decision. More information will be available on the NCC website from Sept 22nd (Strategic & Corporate Select Committee) and NNDC website from Sept 17th (Full Council Papers).
Cllr Dixon left the meeting.

6. CO-OPTION ONTO THE PARISH COUNCIL.
Mrs Rachel Riches confirmed that she would like to become a Parish Councillor.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Beswick, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to co-op Mrs. Rachel Riches onto the Parish Council. Mrs. Riches signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and was welcomed by the Chair.
7. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
a. To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
The Clerk explained that was no category for some items so they showed a debit balance on the spreadsheet under ‘other’.
b. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£412.53 x2        
Bank charges						£     6.00 x2
McCrohon Gardening Services	Cemetery grass cutting £360
B Rallison			Repairs to Noticeboard	£ 40.00
GM Window Cleaning 	Bus shelter windows		£ 50.00
Invoices due
McCrohon Gardening	Cemetery hedges		£500.00
Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
c. To consider and resolve whether to approve stationary items for the Clerk.
The Clerk explained that she needed items such as ring binders, plastic pockets and paper clips.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to approve a payment of up to £25.00 for stationary for the Clerk.
d. To update the Asset Register.
The item for £10,000 for cemetery land was questioned. The Clerk will find out what this covers and if it should be included. She will also contact the insurers to see a change to the figures would make much difference to the premium. The Asset Register will be reviewed again in March.
e. To consider ordering wreaths for Remembrance Sunday.
It was agreed to order two wreaths along with Swanton Abbott’s order. Mr. Kirk will lay these and people will be invited to attend.

8. PLANNING.
a. To consider new planning applications. 				Page25
PF/25/1462 Community Woodland, Tunstead Road, Badersfield.
Proposed car park, proposed footpath, demolition of redundant telecoms building and proposed fencing to existing community woodland area.
Approved before the meeting.
Cllr. Adams said the address should be Llamas Road, Scottow. The Clerk will inform Planning.
b. To notify of any Planning Decisions by NNDC.
RV/25/1335 Hanger 2, Scottow Enterprise Park, Badersfield
To extend PF/23/1796 from 18 months to 24 months.
Approved 28/08/2025
c. To consider any other planning issues -None
d. Community Woodland background and update.
See Item 5.
Cllr. Rallison explained that the woodland was created as a carbon offset for the prison. It is taking a very long time to complete. The Parish Council needs to keep a close eye on progress and liaise with Scottow Enterprise Park . A waste bin and dog bin will be needed. The Parish Council may be responsible for these.

9. Highways update.
a. To consider installing a bus shelter by the Badersfield Shop.
Highways have said the site is suitable. The next step is to apply for a Street Furniture Licence and ask the suppliers to visit the site – Westcotec Ltd. The shop owners should also be consulted. The Clerk will action this.
b. To consider applying for the Highways Grant for the new Bus Shelter
A grant of 80% is available up to a maximum of £8000. This must be applied for by October 31st. The Clerk will fill out the necessary paperwork.
10.  Cemetery Update
a. To decide on a date for installing the benches.
A grant of £200 had been received from the Spirit of Coltishall. Mr. Hindle would like to install the three seats at the end of Sept/beginning of October. The Parish Council needs to agree the position of the third bench. There needs to be good photographs to advertise the site. There are problems with weeds by the paths and the Chapel needs to be cleaned inside. Cllr. Rallison suggested a maintenance day for people to help at the cemetery and this was agreed – date to be set. He said the front gates are in a poor state and the sign at the entrance needs replacing. Cllr. Watts said he can get the chapel door open – the key is missing. 
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to purchase a new sign for £38 +VAT. Cllr. Rallison will arrange this.
It was agreed to find out what trees would be suitable for the site to replace the 20 or so that had died. Mr. McCrohon would be asked to plant them.
11. Date and time of next meeting.                                                                     Page 26
November 12th. At 7p.m. at the Rugby Club.    Meeting closed at 9.25pm                                                                       																		



