


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON  
14th MAY  2025 AT 7p.m.
In the BATTLE OF BRITAIN HALL, SCOTTOW

PRESENT – Cllrs. B Rallison (Chair),  S Fuller, M. Adams, M. Watts and M. Beswick, the Clerk G. Kimmerling, NNDC Cllr. S. Penfold, NCC Cllr. Dixon and 5 members of the public.

1. WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Cllr. Rallison welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting and explained the procedure.
Apologies were given from Mr. Baxter.
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APM HELD ON MAY 22ND. 2024
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Rallison, seconded by Cllr. Fuller and agreed by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the APM held on May22nd. 2024 as a true record. These were then signed.
NNDC Cllr. Penfold was invited to give his report as he had other meetings to attend.
Cllr. Penfold explained the proposed change from the present authorities (County & District) to a Unitary Authority. The first consultation phrase is taking place. Central Government wants each authority to cover 500,000 residents which would be 2 for Norfolk but NNDC wants 3 – Norwich, Eastern & Western Norfolk. 6 out of 7 Districts agreed with this suggestion. Local government will continue as it is for the next 2 to 3 years. There could be Unitary elections in May 2027 with the new councillors shadowing the existing people to the Spring of 2028.
NCC Cllr. Dixon said there is a big difference between 1 and 3 Unitary Authorities and there is four months to work out a business case. This needs to be evidence based; in the best interests of Norfolk and to have a consensus.
Cllr. Penfold said the Public Consultation finishes on May 20th on-line and there is a meeting at The Cedars, North Walsham on Friday 16th from 5-7p.m.
The Local Plan modifications can be viewed on the NNDC website. Badersfield is a small growth village with possibly 4.5% growth. Cllr. Dixon said this could be reduced by 50%. The plan will not be approved until the end of the year and the inspectors are happy with it so far.
Cllr. Penfold left the meeting.
Cllr. Nixon was invited to give his report.
The HMP Bure liaison committee is no longer active and will come to an end. He will continue to liaise with the prison, has met twice with the governor and there are no concerns with the community. 
On the Enterprise Park there is a technology plant which uses high temperatures to process waste into energy and other products. The plant is being prepared for a 720 hour test as part of the commissioning process and it should be ready in the next few months. Clean Tech East are looking at other forms of clean energy.         Page 1
Regarding the Community Woodland there is still uncertainty about the entrance and car parking and he will continue to follow this up. Cllr. Rallison said the community are keen to get this woodland site open.
Cllr. Dixon left the meeting.
3. REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
Cllr. Rallison gave his report – copy in the file.
4. COMMUNITY REPORTS.
a) Report from Javabean Ltd. given by Lester & Angie Marshall – copy in file
b) Report on the Diplomat Pub given by Mr. Finkle – The pub was bought at auction in May 2024 & opened in Aug. 2024 after an expensive upgrade to the kitchen and other improvements. It is becoming a community pub and a grant for a children’s play area has been secured. The business is growing slowly and the owner wants to play an active part in the community. He hopes to attract more people from the village in the future.
c) Report from the Poor’s Allotment Charity given by Cllr. Rallison – copy in file.
d) Report from Skeyton Residents Management Company by Mr. Baxter, read by the Clerk – copy in file
e) Report from the Rugby Club given by Cllr. Adams – the club has had a reasonably successful season. The Vikings were promoted to the National League but it was difficult to recruit players as they are not paid (some teams pay £600 per game) so they were then demoted to Region 1 South East. At the end of last season they lost many experienced players and had to recruit a new Director of Rugby. The first part of this season was a struggle but have now improved dramatically and finished 5th in the league. There are two other teams – the Raiders & the Warriors who did reasonably well in the season. In the Norfolk Cup semi finals the Vikings won by 103-nil and won the final by default as their opponents called off. There is also a ladies team and youth and mini teams – all well supported.
f) Steff Aquarone sent a report s the local MP and this was read out in brief by the Clerk – copy in file.
5. MATTERS OF LOCAL INTEREST
Cllr. Adams said Mr. Kirk wants a representative from the RAF and someone to represent Badersfield at the next Remembrance Service at the War Memorial and the Cemetery. He asked if he could use the Scottow graphics – Cllr. Rallison can supply this. The RAF will hold a service on May 20th at 11 o’clock at the cemetery for the RAF personal killed in a coach crash in Germany.

The meeting closed at 8.35							Page 2




