


SCOTTOW PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 JULY  2025 AT 7p.m.
AT NORTH WALSHAM RUGBY CLUB

PRESENT – Cllrs. S Fuller (Chair),   M. Adams, M. Watts and M Beswick, the Clerk G. Kimmerling , NCC Cllr. Dixon and 1 member of the public .

Open session for members of the public to speak – 2 minutes per person.
Rachel Riches expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council and outlined her reasons for this. Cllr. Fuller thanked her and said the Parish Council would consider her application and would contact  her shortly.
1. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr. Rallison – personal reasons.
2. Declaration of Interests & Requests for Dispensations – None
3. To consider and approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 14th. May  2025
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Adams and approved by the Parish Council to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 14th.May 2025 as a true record. These were then signed.

4. Clerk’s report and update on items from the minutes.
a) The Clerk has advertised the Exercise of Public Rights as required and sent the accounts to the External Auditors. No-one has requested to view the accounts so far.
b) Several of the pot holes have been filled in but the work is not yet complete. Cllr. Adams said there is still a problem with a pothole at the junction of the B1150 and Llamas Road.
c) Mr. McCrohon has signed the contract for grass-cutting.
d) The Clerk is still having problems changing the details with HMRC despite completing the change of detail forms online with the previous Clerk. It still reverts to the old phone number. She has therefore sent in a form to reclaim VAT manually with a covering letter asking for the details to be changed. £3925.89 is owing from VAT.

5. County and District Councillor report.
NCC Cllr. Dixon gave his report.  Norfolk County Council has looked in detail at the criteria set by Central Government for changing to a Unitary Authority and has reached an early indication that one Unitary Authority would be in the best interests for Norfolk. One U.A. would result in revenue saving of £35-36m; 2 in saving £4-5m and 3 would cost more than the present system. The transition costs would be £33m for all 3 options. NCC already provides many services for the whole county. Existing Town and Parish Councils could work together in clusters to cover local issues. The Unitary Authorities would need good quality leaders which are not easy to find and one U.A. would obviously need less leaders. NNDC has not made a decision yet but is considering 3 U.A’s. The decisions on the proposals have to be with Central Government in September who will then make the final decision.

Cllr. Fuller felt that Parish Councils would have less of a voice under a U.A.
Cllr. Dixon said there will still be local offices in the community.
Cllr. Dixon had visited Scottow Enterprise Park and tried to get a commitment for them to carry out all the work necessary to have the Community Woodland open by next summer. There are still problems to solve. There is a strong economy at Scottow Enterprise Park.
He pointed out the bus improvement scheme which is offering 80% on the cost of new bus shelters for the next year.

6. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
a. To consider the present financial position (previously circulated)
No comments. 
b. To consider and resolve whether to approve invoices for payment 
Invoices paid before the meeting:-
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s salary			£412.53 x2        
Bank charges						£     6.00 x2
Zurich Town, Parish & Community	Insurance	£ 363.00
McCrohon Gardening Services	Cemetery grass cutting £410.00
A & LK Futter		Cemetery grass cutting	£572.00
B Rallison			s137 Gift for Cllr. Bunting	£ 54.70
Scottow Church		s137 donation -paper bank	£ 80.71
G Kimmerling 	Donation Air Ambulance in lieu
			of Internal Auditor payment		£ 50.00
Invoices due
G Kimmerling		Clerk’s expenses		£  12.01
G Kimmerling		Microsoft subscription	£ 84.99
NNDC			Emptying Dog Bins		£296.40(VAT £49.40)
Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to pay these invoices.
c. To consider approving payments to McCrohon Gardening Services in advance.
The Clerk explained that the payments to McCrohon Gardening Services should be the same each month to the end of September.
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Watts and agreed by the Parish Council to approve the payments to McCrohon Gardening Services in advance.
d. To update the Asset Register.
As Cllr. Rallison was not at the meeting it was agreed to defer this item to the September meeting.

7. PLANNING.
a. To consider new planning applications. 
PF/25/1203 Land adjacent to Scottow Solar Farm, Scottow Innovation Park, Badersfield. 
Construction of technology providing Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) comprising up to 19 containers (arrangement of containers will vary over time depending on the technology being proved).				
Cllrs. Fuller & Adams expressed concerns as to the location of these containers. The car batteries could present a fire and explosion risk over an extensive area which includes residential and commercial sites. There are more suitable areas on the park away from properties.
NCC Cllr. Dixon explained that this is a trial site to test used electric car batteries to provide and store power which could be used on the solar farm and sold to the grid.

The Clerk will draft a response expressing concerns about the site and safety issues and send to councillors.
Questions were also raised about the number of batteries in the containers and what happened to them at the end of their life.
RV/25/1335 Hanger 2, Scottow Enterprise Park, Badersfield
To extend PF/23/1796 from 18 months to 24 months.
The Parish Council approved of this planning application.

b. To notify of any Planning Decisions by NNDC.
RV/24/2606 Scottow Enterprise Park. Removal/Variation of Condition of PF/17/1057.
Approved 30/05/2025
PA/24/0906 Home Farm, Sloley Road, Sloley. Installation of roof mounted solar panels on front and rear roof slopes of potato cold store.
Prior approval not required 11/06/25

c. To consider any other planning issues -None

8. Highways update.
a. To consider applying for the Highways Grant.
It was agreed that the Clerk should make enquiries into the possibility of having a bus shelter by the Badersfield shop.

9.  Cemetery Update
a. To decide on a date for installing the benches.
It was agreed that Cllr. Rallison should agree a date with Mr. Hindle to install the benches at the cemetery.

10. SAM Speeding Sign Update.
No update available.
Cllr. Beswick asked if the Sam2 sign could be used in The Fairstead near the school. Any new site has to be approved by Highways. Cllr. Rallison will be asked about this.

11. To consider cleaning the bus shelter windows on a regular basis.
Cllr. Rallison & the Clerk had met with Gareth Meyer at the bus shelter by Badersfield shop. He had quoted £50 for an initial clean and £30 for 6 monthly cleans. He is unable to clean the bus shelter on the B1150 as there is no safe access. 
Resolution. Proposed by Cllr. Fuller, seconded by Cllr. Adams and agreed by the Parish Council to ask Mr. Meyer to clean the Badersfield bus shelter on a regular basis.										
The councillors agreed to clean the shelter on the B1150 themselves.

12. To consider payment for the repairs to the Scottow Row Noticeboard.
Cllr. Rallison had repaired this noticeboard. It was agreed he should be re-imbursed for this.
Resolution.  Proposed by Cllr. Watts, seconded by Cllr. Beswick and agreed by the Parish Council to re-imburse Cllr. Rallison for any expenses incurred for repairing the Scottow Row noticeboard.

13. Date and time of next meeting.
September 10th. At 7p.m. at the Rugby Club.

Meeting closed at 8.55p.m. 


									


																							



